Harold Waitiberg 

Kt. 0, Frederick, Md. 21701 

11/30/74 


Mr* Lewis Laphaa, Managing Editor 
Harper's iiaf^uiuLiio 
2 Park Avo . , 

New York, N*Y. 10016 

Dt^ar Hr* Laphna, 

Y/htm I phoned you on tho 4th, the first working day after I returned from a 
very intensive wonth on tho Kay case in which I'm the investigator, it was because I'd 
heard of and obtained your special Watergate edition* X hadn't read it because ny 
working days ran to an average of about 2 &•&* but it told nr* you have courage and 
imagination, This is wliy I phoned you alone* 

By the tiue Taylor Branch cane on the 11th X had read this issue* If it is 
journalistically less than I'd hoped for, the fact remains that nobody else had the 
courage or iiiagination it reflects* 

I'm not sorry, theraforo, that I phoned you* Nor at Taylor's initial encourage- 
wont, after you r promising reaction* 

However, ho seems to be a very buoy young man* I've not boon able to roach him 
and lie lias not responded to messages* The last I heard ho was hoping to return this 
past weekend and tliore was sou© IdLnd of belief coi^unicated to hiia by someone (I think 
ho said donos) that thero was danger of being beaten on sons of tho content ot the 
new book. Without plagiarism I don't boo this because tho wire copy, while good, didn't 
and could add value from tho attention it got* We wore to have discussed tills and other 
possibilities 1 believe *ire real and not in tho book* Quito topical, too* 

Of course I have been inhibited in tills because X h&vo not bean able to cak© 
other efforts* As an example of v/hat was possible, ton days after I spoke? to you 
someone from Rolling Stone was hero on other business* X nad© no pifcfch to him* If 
this kind of bind is always a problem, in our case it is more serious because Ji» 

Lesar borrowed tha money to pay tho printer and between printer's gremlins and the 
work we had to do on tho Ray case the note's tine expired before we had a copy to sell* 

I know Taylor is also writing a book* ^n confidence I * 3 avo him some of u y 
unpublished knowledge, from ny V/atergnte book, in the hope it could help him* Tliie 
book moans ha huB to be oven btuiier* And X know what having too much work to do means* 
For we it meant starting at 3 s 30 this noming. (And I'm 61.) 

But X also know tiiat without cosmunieation people can't v/ork out problems or 
even determine if they exist* 

Then there was what I took to bo interest in other of my work. 

And Taylor liad wliat appeared to me to bo a good idea, your distribution of the 
book I tliink he said by nail* It could pay both of us. V/© do this all the tine and 
might be able to do all the work on it for you, too* 

I would like to hoar something from somebody soon* I do believe wc have common 
interests and that pursuing then holds great promise for both of us. 

1 know I'll be away isuoh if not all this coming Wednesday. I may havo to be away 
parts of tjohor days this coining week* But I'll be home every night if you or iaylor^ 
phone* I hope one of you will. 


Sincerely, 



i 


Harold Woisb&rg 
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